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Journal of Belles Lettres. 


— 


Yy IN AMERICA. BY CAPT. MARRYAT, C. B. 


. le never have felt that keen desire, evinced 
geo many, to know what any foreigner, who 
jt into his caput to sojourn among us for 
afew months, has to say about our country, |. 
er institutions, laws, customs, &c. What 


aah 


ep a traveller know about the habits of a 


gf the country? 


sople, by merely galloping over the surface 
He lands at New York, 
fh all his national prejudices in full bloom, 
ds a few days there; steams it to Phila- 


deiphia, there visits the public places; off to 


and so through the country, 


iifimore, ditto there; next to Washington, 
as rapidly as 


sages, stearnboats, and railroad cars can whisk 


His impressions can be only from what 
je actually sees. It is impossible, unless he 
some intuitive power, to describe accu- 


n ly the state of society proper throughout 


country. He is not domesticated—he can 
nothing of the fireside circle—nothing of 
e sweet and close affinities, created by in- 


Moor circumstances—none of those natural, 


“eristics of the people. 


-felt associations, alone the real charac- 
The household deities 


He knows not—he worships other and strange 


People can reason but from what 
know ; and hence the flimsy, superficial 


‘skimming, falsely called a “ view of manners,” 


a 


by such prejudiced visiters. They 
e about theatre-lobbies and bar-rooms, 
promenade the deck of steamboats, and 


) the streets of cities at night, and from these 
Wenes they undertake to picture forth the 


: 


tuliarities and customs of a whole nation. 


| Capt. Marryat said to us one day, when 


hg on the subject of foreigners publishing 


‘Meir remarks on this country, that, if he 
Wrote a work, he should take his observations 
‘men and manners as he witnessed them in 


" 
Ag 


+ 
<7 


mboats, and hotels, and bar-rooms. We 
dered the remark agmade in jest; but it 
s he really was in earnest. 


iy tece cae following up this wrong track 
the occasion of much indiscretion 
injustice on their parts, and of justifiably 
13—rarrT 1.—seEpt. 24, 1839, ‘ 








|indignant feeling on the part of the Ameri- 
cans.” 


The reason why we pay the attention we do 
to the witty Captain’s narrative, is, the cele- 
brity he has acquired from his other works. 
He was a universal favourite; and was received 
here kindly and warmly, as we can testify. 
This attention, indeed, would scarcely be re- 
peated on his own private account, for an even- 
ing spent with him socially could not be called 
one of the Noctes Ambrosiane. Like many 
other men of celebrity, he wes most admired| 
at a distanee, and when known only through 
his writings. With the Captain’s celebrity, 
indeed, he was sure to have a distinguished re- 
ception every where; and if he was treated 
otherwise, we could wager a pound to a penny, 
that he himself was the cause. 


“ But if I admit, that after the usage which 
they had received, the Americans are jus- 
tified in not again tendering their hospitality) 
to the English, I cannot, at the same time, but | 
express my opinion as to their conduct towards 
me personally. They had no right to insult 
and annoy me in the manner they did, from 
one end of the Union to the other, either be- 
cause my predecessors had expressed an un- 
favourable opinion of them before my arrival, 
or because they expected that I would do the 
same upon my return to my country. I re- 
mark upon this conduct, not from any feelings’ 
of ill-will or desire of retaliation, but to cotn- 
pel the Americans to admit that [ am under no 
obligations to them; that [ received far much 
more of insult and outrage than of kindness; 
and, cozsequently, that the charge of ingrati- 
tude cannot be laid to my door, however offen- 
sive to them some of the remarks in this work 
may happen to be. 

** And here I must observe, that the Ameri- 
cans can no longer anticipate lenity from the 
English traveller, as, latterly, they have so 
deeply committed themselves. Once, indeed, 
they could say, “ We admit, and are hospitable| ® 
to, the English, who, as soon as they leave our 
country, turn round, and abuse and revile us. 
We have our faults, it is true; but such con- 
duct on their part is not kind or generous.” 
But they can say this no longer: they have re- 
taliated, and in their attacks they have been 
regardless of justice. The three last works 
upon the Americans, written by English au- 
thors, were, on the whole, favourable to them; 
Mr. Power’s and Mr. Grund’s most decidedly 








so; and Miss Martineau’s, filled as it is with 


absurdities and fallacies, was intended, at all 
all events, to be favourable. 

“Tn opposition to them, we have Mr. Cooper’s 
remarks upon England, in which my country- 
men are certainly | not spared; and, since that 
publication, we have another of euatle greater 
importance, written by Mr. Carey, of Philadel- 
phia, not, indeed, in a strain of vituperation or 
ill-fecling, but asserting, and no doubt to his 
own satisfaction and that of his countrymen 
proving, that in every important point, that is 
to say, under the heads of * Security of Person 
and Property, of Morals, Education, Religion, 
Industry, Invention, Credit,” (and consequently 
Honesty,) America is in advance of England 
and every other nation in Europe!! The ta- 
bles, then, are turned; it is no longer the Eng- 
lish, but the Americans, who are the assailants; 
and such being the case, I beg that it may be 
remembered, that many of the remarks which 
will subsequently appear in this work have 
been forced from me by the attacks made upon 
my nation by the American authors; and that, 
if I am compelled to draw comparisons, it is 
not with the slightest wish to annoy or humili- 
ate the Americans, but in legitimate and jus- 
tifiable defence of my own native land.” 





The following is a vivid picture: 


“ America is a wonderful country, endowed 
by the Omnipotent with natural advantages 
which no other can boast of; and the mind 
can hardly calculate upon the degree of per- 
fection and power to which, whether the States 
are eventually separated or not, it may in the 
course of two centuries arrive. At present all 
is energy and enterprise; every thing is in a 
state of transition, but of rapid improvement— 
so rapid, indeed, that those who would describe 
America now, would have to correct all in the 
short space of ten years; for ten years in 
America is almost equal to a century in the 
old continent. Now, you may pass through a 
wild forest, where the elk browses and the 
panther howls; in ten years, that very forest, 
with its denizens, will, most likely, have dis- 
appeared, and in their place you will find towns 
with thousands of inhabitants ; with arts, manu- 
factures, and machinery, all in full activity. 


“Tn reviewing America, we must look upon 
it as showing the development of the English. 
character under a new aspect, arising from a 
new state of things. If I were to draw a com- 
parison between the English and the Ameri- 
cans, I should say that there is almost as much 
difference between the two nations at this pre- 


‘sent time, as there has long been between the 


English and the Dutch. The latter are con- 
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sidered by us as phlegmatic and slow; and we 
may be considered the same, compared with 
our energetic descendants. ‘Time to an Ame- 
rican is every thing,* and space he attempts to 
reduce to a mere nothing. By the steamboats, 
railroads, and the wonderful facilities of water- 
carriage, a journey of five hundred miles is as 
little considered in America, as would be here 
a journey from London to Brighton. ‘ Go 
ahead’ is the real motto of the country; and 
every man does push on, to gain an advance of 
his neighbour. The American lives twice as 
long as others; for he does twice the work 
during the time that he lives. He begins life 
sooner: at fifteen he is considered a man, 
plunges into the stream of enterprise, floats 
and struggles with his fellows. In every 
trifle an American shows the value he puts 
upon time. He rises early, eats his meals 
with the rapidity of a wolf, and is the whole 
day at his business. If he be a merchant, his 
money, whatever it may amount to, is seldom 
invested; it is all floating—his accumulations 
remain active; and when he dies, his wealth 
has to be collected from the four quarters of 
the globe. 

“ Now, all this energy and activity is of 
English origin; and were England expanded 
into America, the same results would be pro- 
duced. To a certain degree, the English were 
in former times what the Americans are now; 
and this it is which has raised our country so 
high in the scale of nations; but since we have 
become so closely packed—so crowded, that 
there is hardly room for the population, our 
activity has been proportionably cramped and 
subdued. But, in this vast and favoured coun- 
try, the very associations and impressions of 
childhood foster and enlighten the intellect, 
and precociously rouse the energies. The 
wide expanse of territory already occupied— 
the vast and magnificent rivers—the bound- 
less regions yet remaining to be peopled— 
the rapidity of communication—the despatch 
with which every thing is effected, are evident 
almost to the child. - To those who have rivers 
many thousand miles in length, the passage 
across the Atlantic (of 3500 miles) appears 
but a trifle; and the American ladies talk of 
spending the winter at Paris with as much in- 
difference as one of our landed proprietors 
would, of going up to London for the season. 

“We must always bear in mind the peculiar 
and wonderfu! advantages of country, when we 
examine America and its form of government; 
for the country has had more to do with up- 
holding this democracy than people might at 
first imagine. Among the advantages of de- 
mocracy, the greatest is, perhaps, that all 
start fair; and the boy who holds the travel- 
ler’s horse, as Van Buren is said to have done, 
may become the President of the United 
States. But it is the country, and not the 
government, which has been productive of 
such rapid strides as have been made by Ame- 
rica. lodeed, it is a query whether the form 
of government would have existed down to this 
day, had it not been for the advantages derived 
from the vast extent and boundless resources of 
the territory in which it was established. Let 
the American direct his career to any goal he 


* The clocks in America—there rendered so famous 
by Sam Slick—instead of the moral lessons inculcated 
by the dials in this country, such as “ Time flies,” &c., 
teach one more suited to American feeling :-— 


“ Time is money.” 


pleases, his energies are unshackled ; and, in the 
race, the best man must win. There is room 
for all, and millions more. Let him choose 
his profession—his career is not checked or 
foiled by the excess of those who have already 
embarked in it. In every department there is 
an opening for talent; and for those inclined 
to work, work is always to be procured. You 
have no complaint in this country, that every 
profession is so full that it is impossible to 
know what to do with your children. There 
is a vast field, and all may receive the reward 
due for their labour.” 


What does the Captain mean in the follow- 
ing paragraph? Does he mean that a garter, 
a riband, or a barren title, conferred by a sove- 
reign, is an honour more to be coveted, than 
any of the public stations to which all may 
aspire in this republic? 


‘In a country where the ambition and ener- 
gies of man have been roused to such an ex- 
tent, the great point is to find out worthy in- 
citements for ambition to feed upon. A virtue 
directed tnto a wrong channel may, by circum- 
stances, prove little better than (even if it does 
not sink into) actual vice. Hence it is that a 
democratic form of government is productive 
of such demoralising effects. Its rewards are 
few. Honours of every description, which stir 
up the soul to noble deeds—worthy incite- 
ments, they have none. ‘The only compensa- 
tion they can offer for services is money; and 
the only distinction—the only means of raising 
himself above his fellows to the American— 
is wealth: consequently, the acquisition of 
wealth has become the great spring pf ac- 
tion: it is our nature to attempt to raise our- 
selves above our fellow-men; it is the main- 
spring of existence—the incitement to all that 
is great and virtuous, or great and vicious. 
In America, but a small portion can raise 
themselves, or find rewards for superior talent, 
but wealth is attainable by all; and having no 
aristocracy, no honours, no distinctions to look 
forward to, wealth has become the substitute, 
and, with very few exceptions, every man is 
great in proportion to his riches. The conse- 
quence is, that to leave a sum of money when 
they die is of little importance to the majority 
of the Americans. Their object is to amass 
it while young, and obtain the consideration 


which it gives them during their lifetime.” 


The following picture all wiil recognise : 


“The society in the United States is that 
which must naturally be expected in a new 
country where there are few men of leisure, 
and the majority are working hard to obtain 
that wealth which almost alone gives impor- 
tance under a democratic form of government. 
You will find intellectual and gentlemanlike 
people in America, but they are scattered here 
and there. The circle of society is not com- 
plete: wherever you go, you will find an ad- 
mixture, sudden wealth having admitted those 
who but a few years back were in humble cir- 
cumstances; and in the constant state of tran- 
sition which takes place in this country, it will 
be half a century, perhaps, before a select cir- 
cle of society can be collected together in any 
one city or place. The improvement is rapid, 
but the vast extent of country which has to be 
peopled prevents that improvement from being 
manifest. 





‘“ America is, indeed, well worth the study 


































































of the philosopher. A vast nation fori 
society ever changing, all in motion » 
tivity, — complete, the old ean: 
pouring in her surplus to suppl 
eastern states, all cone asa Nive, al 
and activity. Every year multitudes ews, 
from the East, like bees: not the y 
but the old, quitting the close-built eit 
ciety, and refinement, to settle down rs é 
lone spot in the vast prairies, where the ; 
soil offers to them the certain Prospect of th 
families and children being one day po 
of competency and wealth. . 
“It is not my intention to follow the ings 
dualising plans of the majority of those 
have preceded me in this country. ‘I dig, 
sail across the Atlantic to ascertain whet 
the Americans eat their dinners with twe 
iron, or three-prong silver forks, with che 
sticks, or their fingers; it is quite 
for me to know that they do eat and drinks @ 
they did not, it would be a curious 
which I should not pass over. My object was 
to examine and ascertain what were the ef, 
of a democratic form of government and ¢ 
mate upon a people which, with all its 
admixture, may still be considered ag 
lish.” 
Was this important examination to be 
in a few months, and a great portion of this 
time, too, spent in public conveyances? ] 
must be an observing chap, the Captain, tog 
complish such an object in so short a space 7 
time. | 
Here is a curious non sequitur : BS 


* 


er ” 


“It is singular to remark, notwithstandigp 
her monarchical form of government, 
much more republican England is in her ing 
tutions than America. Ask an American whe 
he considers the necessary qualifications of g 
president, and, after intellectual qualification 
he will tell you, firmness, decision, and } 
daunted courage; and it is really an enigma is” 
him, although he will not acknowledge it, how 
the sceptre of a country like England, 
to the monarchical sway which he detests, can” 
be held in the hand of a young female of eigh- 
teen years of age.” BR 


However, the Captain fortunately admits, arin 


“But upon one point I have made up my 
mind, which is, that with all its imperfection, 
democracy is the form of government bet 
suited to the present condition of America, it” 
so far as it is the one under which the count 

has made, and will continue to make, the t 
rapid advances.” a 


And then he turns prophet : a 


“That it must eventually be changed: 
true, but the time of its change must be delet 
mined by so many events, hidden in fu 
which may accelerate or retard the co 
that it would be presumptuous for any 
attempt to name a period when the 
form of government shall be broken 
the multitude shall separate and 
themselves under new institutions.” ae 

That the Captain, wrote the work undera® 
favourable prejudices, is evident from the cae 
of his Introduc‘ion, from which we have Be 


Benes 


hitherto quoting. ‘ae 
“ My readers will also find many quotatitas 


4 
oa ity « 









either embodied in the work or 


ee > 


“ 


"Yip our last Journal of the Belles Lettres we 

ye some extracts containing Captain Harris’s 
The 
lic ing extract shows his success with the 


iY 


pee bk 
ss 


ae 
na fo 
how 
Sval 


~ 


Che Pournal of Belles Dettres. 








~ This 


important 


q } issions.” 


authorities against themselves? Who 
recognise, for instance, as a true picture of 
, the caricature drawn by Cooper in 


ne as Found?” 


“Diary” forms about half the volume. 
i the celebrity of the writer, no doubt a 
w curiosity to peruse it must be felt by our 

especially by those who live isolated 
The 
g portions of the work, “ Disquisitions on 
Extracts 
be given from them, if, on second perusal, 
afford any thing sufficiently interesting. 


m the great marts of publication. 


ipion, Slavery,” &c. we omit. 


5's SPORTING IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. 


pring experience with the elephant. 


popotamus. 


Our next movement brought us to the 
ce of the Oori or Limpopo—the Gareep of 
“ Fed by many fine 
fms from the Cashan range, this enchant- 
priver springs into existence as if by magic; 
L rolling its deep and ‘-anquil waters be- 
een tiers of weeping willows, through a pas- 
gein the mountain barrier, takes its course 
Here we enjoyed the novel 
sion of hippopotamus shooting—that ani- 
al abounding in the Limpopo, and dividing 
empire with its amphibious neighbour the 
iieodile. Throughout the night, the unwieldy 
Busters might be heard snorting and blowing 
their aquatic gambols, and we not unfre- 

tly detected them in the act of sallying 

m their reed-grown coverts to graze by the 
fene light of the moon; never, however, ven- 
ming to any distance from the river, the 
fong-hoid to which they betake themselves 
ithe smallest alarm. Occasionally during the 
ay they were to be seen basking on the shore 
imid ooze and mud; but shots were more con- 
faatly to be had at their uncouth heads, when 
truded from the water to draw breath, and, 
Vul- 


katse’s dominions. 


ithe northward. 


Milled, the body rose to the surface. 


I have considered necessary, that 
may be corroborated ; but these 
will not be extracted so much from 
sorks of English as from American wri- 
The opinions relative to the United 

ye been so conflicting in the many 
which have been written, that I consider 
that I should be able to quote 
, authorities against themselves, and 
on my opinions and arguments by their 


sjambok, the elastic whip already noticed as 
being an indispensable piece of furniture to 
every boor proceeding on a journey. Our fol- 
lowers encumbered the wagons with a large 
investment of them, and of the canine teeth, 
the ivory of which is extremely profitable. 

“Of all the mammalia, whose portraits, 
drawn from ill-stuffed specimens, have been 
foisted upon the world, behemoth has perhaps 
been the most ludicrously misrepresented. I 
sought in vain for that colossal head—for those 
cavern-like jaws, garnished with elephantine 
tusk—or those ponderous feet with which ‘ the 
formidable and ferocious quadruped’ is wont ‘ to 
trample down whole fields of corn during a 
single night!’ Defenceless and inoffensive, his 
shapeless carcass is but feebly supported upon 
short and disproportioned legs, and his belly 
almost trailing upon the ground, he may not 
inaptly be likened to an overgrown pig. The 
colour is pinkish brown, clouded and freckled 
with a darker tint. Of many that we shot, the 
largest measured less than five feet at the 
shoulder ; and the reality falling so lamentably 
short of the monstrous conception I had formed, 
the ‘ river-horse,’ or ‘ sea-cow,’ was the first, 
and indeed the only South African quadruped 
in which I felt disappointed.” 


Our readers who have not been as fortunate 
as ourselves in tasting the pickled leg—or 
rather a part of it—of the elephant, may mar- 
vel at the captain’s gastrophilic taste. We have 
no doubt of the truth of his statements as to 
the members, which have not been placed be- 
fore us, and whose delicacy he celebrates. 


‘“‘ We returned to our camp on the fourteenth, 
laden with spoils, having also fully established 
the possibility of dispensing, even to cooking 
apparatus, with every article of baggage. Car- 
rying nothing but the raiment on our backs, the 
saddle served for a pillow, and the horse-rug 
for a blanket. Our tent was the starry canopy 
of heaven; we drank of the waters of the 
crystal stream, and our viands were the pro- 
duce of our trusty rifles. It is said that the 
epicures of Rome esteemed the trunk of an ele- 
phant an extraordinary luxury ; and, descend- 
ing to more modern times, we find our brother- 
traveller, Le Vaillant, feasting upon the foot 
with extraordinary relish. ‘To the attention of 
the city aldermen, however, I must be allowed 
to recommend the slice round the eye, which 
appears to have been hitherto overlooked by 
bon vivans. Upon this dainty morsel, roasted 
upon a stick before a blazing fire, or singed 
among the embers, so as to come under the 
Hottentot denomination of carbonaadtje, or 
devilled-grill, we frequently feasted ; and I can 
aver, without the smallest fear of contradiction, 
that the dish rather resembled the fragment of 


most luscious breakfast, which he instantly or- 
dered to Le prepared. The four feet of the 
animal were then cut off: a hole about three or 
four feet square was made in the ‘earth, and 
filled with burning coals; and, the whole being 
covered with dry wood, a large fire was kept 
up in it during the greater part of the night. 
When the hole was sufficiently heated, every 
thing was taken from it. Klaas placed in it 
the four feet of the animal, covering them with 
hot ashes; afterwards with coals, and some small 
pieces of wood; and this fire was suffered to 
remain till daylight. At breakfast my people 
brought me one of the elephant’s feet, which 
had swelled so much by its being baked, that I 
could scarcely distinguish its form: it however 
looked well, and exhaled so sweet a smell, that 
I was eager to taste it. I indeed found that it 
was food fit for a king. I had often heard the 
feet of bears boasted of, but I could not con- 
ceive how an animal so heavy and coarse as 
the elephant could produce such tender and 
delicate flesh. ‘ Never,’ said I to myself, 
‘never can our modern Luculli display upon 
their tables a dish like that which I now enjoy. 
In vain with their riches do they change and 
reverse the seasons; in vain do they boast of 
laying all nations under contribution; their 
luxury has never yet attained to this gratifica- 
tion ; bounds are prescribed to their sensuality.”’ 

Nor did the stately camelopard escape our 
military and insatiate Nimrod. 


“To the sportsman,” says the Captain, ‘ the 
most thrilling passage in my adventures is now 
to be recounted. In my own breast, it awakens 
a renewal’of past impressions, more lively than 
any written description can render intelligible ; 
and far abler. pens than mine, dipped in more 
glowing tints, would still fall short of the reality, 
and leave much to be supplied by the imagina- 
tion. Three hundred gigantic elephants, brows- 
ing in majestic tranquillity amidst the wild 
magnificence of an African landscape, and a 
wide-stretching plain, darkened as far as the 
eye can reach with a moving phalanx of gnoos 
and quaggas, whose numbers literally baffle 
computation, are sights but rarely to be wit- 
nessed ; but who amongst our brether Nimrod 
shall hear of riding familiarly by the side of a 
troop of colossal giraffes, and not feel his spirit 
stirred within him? He that would behold so 
marvellous a sight must leave the haunts of 
man, and dive, as we did, into pathless wilds, 
traversed only by the brute creation, into wide 
wastes where the grim lion prowls, monarch of 
all he surveys, and where the yaunt hyzna and 
wild dog fearlessly pursue their prey. 

“ Many days had now elapsed since we had 
even seen the camelopard, and then only in 
small numbers, and under the most unfavourable 
circumstances. The blood coursed through my 
veins like quicksilver, therefore, as on the 


fable only behind the ear, however, or in the 
®, which is placed in a prominence, so as to 
ble the garret-window of a Dutch-house, 
myrequire the perfection of rifle practice, and 
era few shots become exceedingly shy, ex- 
muting the snout only, and as instantly with- 
Maving it. The flesh is delicious, resembling 
Kin flavour, and abounding in fat, which in 
beolony is deservedly esteemed. the greatest 
Melicacies. ‘The hide is upwards of an inch 
Ma half in thickness, and, being scarcely 
wie, may be dragged from the ribs in strips 
ithe planks from a ship’s side. Of these 
® manufactured a superior description of 
a 


oa 


a shoe, picked up after a conflagration, than 

meat which could boast of having been sub- 

jected to a culinary process.” 
* * * 


morning of the 19th, from the back of Breslar, 
my most trusty steed, with a firm wooden plain 
before me, I counted thirty-two of these ani- 
mals, industriously stretching their peacock 
necks to crop the tiny leaves which fluttered 
above their heads, in a mimosa-grove that beau- 
tified the scenery. They were within a hundred 
yards of me, but, having previously determined 
to try the boarding system, I reserved my fire. 
Although I had taken the field expressly to look 
for giraffes, and had put four of the Hottentots 
on horseback, all excepting Piet had as usual 
slipped off unperceived in pursuit of a troop of 
koudoos (Strepsiceros Koodoo). Our stealthy 


* 

“ We kindled,” writes that traveller, “a 
number of fires; and, as our provisions ran 
short, my people cut a few steaks from the 
elephant, and ‘prepared for me some slices of 
the trunk. This was the first time I had ever 
tasted such food; and I firmly resolved that it 
should not be the last, for I found it most deli- 
cious. Klaas assured me that, when 1 tasted 
the feet, I should soon forget the trunk; and, 
in order to convince me, he promised me a 
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approach was soon opposed by an illtempered 
rhinoceros, which, with her ugly calf, stood 
directly in the path; and the twinkling of her 
bright little eyes, accompanied by a restless 
rolling of the body, giving earnest of her inten- 
tion to charge, I directed Piet to salute her 
with a broadside, at the same moment putting 
spurs to my horse. At the report of the gun 
and the sudden clattering of hoofs, away bound- 
ed the giraffes in grotesque confusion, clearing 
the ground by a succession of frog-like hops, 
and soon leaving me far in the rear. Twice 
were their towering forms concealed from view 
by a park of trees, which we entered almost at 
the same instant; and twice, on emerging from 
the labyrioth, did I perceive them tilting over 
an eminence immeasurably in advance. A 
white turban, that I wore round my hunting- 
cap, being dragged off by a projecting bough, 
was instantly charged by three rhinoceroses ; 
and, looking over my shoulder, I could see them 
long afterwards, fagging themselves to overtake 
me. In the course of five minutes the fugitives 
arrived at a small river, the treacherous sands 
of which receiving their long legs, their flight 
was greatly retarded ; and, after floundering to 
the opposite side and scrambling to the top of 
the bank, I perceived that their race was run. 
Patting the steaming neck of my good steed, I 
urged him again to his utmost, and instantly 
found myself by the side of the herd. The 
stately bull, being readily distinguishable from 
the rest by his dark chestnut robe and superior 
stature, 1 applied the muzzle of my rifle behind 
his dappled shoulder, with the right hand, and 
drew both triggers, but he still continued to 
shuffle along, and being afraid of losing him, 
should I dismount, among the extensive mimosa 
groves with which the landscape was now ob- 
scured, I sat in my saddle, loading and firing 
behind the elbow, and then placing myself 
across his path, until, the tears trickling from 
his -full brilliant eye, his lofty frame began to 
totter, and at the seventeenth discharge from 
the deadly grooved bore, bowing his graceful 
head from the skies, his proud form was pros- 
trate in the dust. Never shall I forget the 
tingling excitement of that moment! Alone, in 
the wild wood, I hurried with bursting exulta- 
tion, and unsaddling my steed, sank exhausted 
beside the noble prize I had won. 

** When I leisurely contemplated the massive 
frame before me, seeming as though it had been 
cast in a mould of brass, and protected by a hide 
of an inch and a half in thickness, it was no 
longer matter of astonishment that a bullet, 
discharged from a distance of eighty or ninety 
yards, should have been attended with little 
efiect upon such amazing strength. The ex- 
treme height from the crown of the elegantly- 
moulded head to the hoof of this magnificent 
animal, was eighteen feet; the whole being 
equally divided into neck, body, and leg. ‘Two 
Eours were passed in completing a drawing ; 
and Piet still not making his appearance, I cut 
off the tail, which exceeded five feet in length, 
and was measurelessly the most estimable trophy 
I had gained; but proceeding to saddle my 
horse, which I had left quietly grazing by the 
side of a running brook, my chagrin may be con- 
ceived, when | discovered that he had taken 
advantage of my occupation to free himself 
from his halter, and abscond. Being ten miles 
from the wagons, and in a perfectly strange 
country, I felt convinced that the only chance 
of recovering my pet was by following the trail, 





whilst doing which with infinite difficulty, the 
ground scarcely deigning to receive a foot-print, 
I had the satisfaction of meeting Piet and 
Mohanycom, who had fortunately seen and re- 
captured the truant. Returning to the giraffe, 
we all feasted heartily upon the flesh, which, 
although highly scented at this season, with 
the rank Mokaala blossoms, was far from des- 
picable ; and, after losing our way in conse- 
quence of the twin-like resemblance of two 
scarped hills, we regained the wagons after 
sunset. 

“The spell was broken, and the secret of 
camelopard hunting discovered. The next day 
Richardson and myself killed three; one, a 
female, slipping upon muddy ground, and falling 
with great violence, before she had been wound- 
ed, a shot in the head despatching her as she 
lay. From this time we could reckon confi- 
dently upon two out of each troop that we were 
fortunate enough to find, always approaching as 
near as possible, in order to ensure a good start, 
galloping into the middle of them, boarding the 
largest, and riding with him until hefell. The 
rapidity with which these awkwardly-formed 
animals can move is beyond all things surpris- 
ing, our best horses being unable to close with 
them under two miles. ‘Their gallop isa succes- 
sion of jumping strides, the fore and hind leg 
on the same side moving together instead of 
diagonially as in most other quadrupeds, the 
former being kept close together, and the latter 
so wide apart, that in riding by the animal’s 
side, the hoof may be seen striking on the out- 
side of the horse, momentarily threatening to 
overthrow him. Its motion altogether remind- 
ed me rather of the pitching of a ship, or 
rolling of a rocking-horse, than of any thing 
living ; and the remarkable gait is rendered still 
more automaton-like by the switching, at regu- 
lar intervals, of the long black tail, which is 
invariably curled above the back, and by the 
corresponding action of the neck, swinging as it 
does like a pendulum, and literally imparting to 
the animal the appearance of a piece of ma- 
chinery in motion.. Naturally gentle, timid, 
and peaceable, the unfortunate giraffe has no 
means of protecting itself but with its heels ; 
but even when hemmed into a corner, it seldom 
resorted to this mode of defence. Ihave before 
noticed the courage evinced by our horses, in 
the pursuit of game. Even when brought into 
actual contact with these almost unearthly 
quadrupeds, they evinced no symptom of alarm, 
a circumstance which may possibly be traced 
to their meager diet.” 





Hyperion, a Romance. By the Author of Outre- 
Mer. 2 vols. pp. 213 & 226. N. York, 1839. 
Professor Longfellow is very favorably known 
to us and the public as the author of Outre- 
Mer, a work permanently popular, or we much 
mistake the American public. Hyperion (for 
so, we presume, we must pronounce it; we 
wonder, however, how it came by the name) 
is full of thought, quaintly expressed, but we 
fear not of the character to be extensively read ; 
the author shall have our warmest wishes for his 
success in all his literary undertakings. 





The Pickwick Papers are about to be trans- 
lated into the Russian language. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 
PREMIUMS TO NEW SURSCRIinps. 
Those who wil! subscribe and send fir 
lars for this or any past year’s Library on 
furnished with six months of the Port Re 
Those who will subscribe and send & 
lars for any two past years’ Library shall 
one year of the Port Folio. ee 
Those who will subscribe and send ff 
dollars for any three past years of the Jj 
shall have eighteen tnonths of the Port 
Those who will subscribe and send ¢ 
dollars for any past four years, will be en 
to two years of the Port Folio. B: 



















MERICAN MEDICAL LIBRARY ayp 

TELLIGENCER, a concentrated record of Mh 
Science and Literature. Edited by Robley D 
M. D., M. A. P. S., &c. &e. Publisked s 
Adam Waldie, No. 46 Carpenter street, Phily 
Subscription price $10 per annum. ‘ 
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ALDIFE’S SELECT CIRCULATING 

AND THE JUURNAL OF BELLES LE 
published weekly, at 46 Carpenter street, Phi 
Subscription price $5 per annum, payable in 


EW LAW BOOK.—The subscriber has 

lished, in three hansome octavo volomes, q ap 
gest of the Laws respecting Real Property peng 
adopted and in use in the United States; embm 
more especially, the Law of Real Property in Vi 
By Joun Tayior Lomax, one of the Judges of th 
ral Court, and formerly Professor of Law in the 


versity of Virginia.” 
JOHN S. L " 
Law-Bookseller, No. 23, Minor Street, Ph 


PHetlerson Mievical Eoll 
OF ‘a 


PHILADELPHIA. 
SESSION OF 1839-40. % 
The regular lectures will commence on the on 
“ of November. sae 
The following are the professors in the oder 
appointment :-— x 
1. Jaccs Green, M. D., Professor of Chemistry,” 
2. Samuet McCcetian, M. D., Professor of Midwil 
and Diseases of Women and Childrer. x 
3. Granvitte S. Parrison, M. D., Professor of & 
tomy. ES 
4. Joun Revere, M. D., Professor of the’ Pris 
and Practice of Physic. ae 
5. Rosiry Dunauison, M. D., Professor of “Instit 
of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence. ee 
6. Rosert M. Houston, M. D., Professor of 
Medica and Pharmacy. bs 
7. Joseru Pancoast, M. D., Professor of the Pri 
and Practice of Surgery. oy 
On and after the first of October the dissecting 
will he kept open, and the Professor of Ar 
give his’ personal attendance thereto. res | 
likewise be delivered regularly during the month 
rious branches, and opportunities fur clinical instril 
will be afforded at the Philadelphia Hospital undet 
Professor of Institutes of Medicine; and at t 
pensary of the college under the Professors of F 
und of Surgery. 
Fee for each professor for the whole course ® 
dollars. 
Graduation fee thirty dollars. 3 
JOLIN REVERE, M. D. 
Dean of the F 


MORUS MULTICAULIS. § | 


A few thousand trees, warranted, for sale. 7 
have been raised by Mackenzie & Buchanan, @ 
ard horticulturists of this city. Orders or 
post paid, may be sent to this oflice. 


For sale, at this office, a Washington. 
medium and a half size, or one super-re 
Columbian Press, royal size; and a4 
Press, medium size. These presses W 
sold a bargain, if applied for soon. 18@ 
thrown out of use by the introduction of ## 
presses into the office. fs 






































